


BISHOP JULIUS PFLUG AND THE REFORMATION 

A major cultural history exhibition honoring Bishop 
�-�X�O�L�X�V�� �3�À���X�J�� ������������������������ �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G�� �³�,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�I�H�V��
�V�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�����%�L�V�K�R�S���-�X�O�L�X�V���3�À���X�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�H�I�R�U�P�D��
tion” is awaiting you in the 1050-year-old cathedral city 
of Zeitz from Pentecost Monday to All Saints’ Day (June 
5 to November 1, 2017). It pays tribute to the bishop, a 
�S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���¿���J�X�U�H���R�I���5�H�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����Z�K�R��
resided in Zeitz at one time. 

His labors driven by a desire for Christian unity and 
his irenic and conciliatory nature make him one of the 
most important visionaries of ecumenism. Varied exhi-
bition venues on around 2.400 m² are awaiting you at 
the authentic sites of Moritzburg Palace Museum, the 
Catholic Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul, Zeitz Chapter 
Library and St. Michael’s Protestant Church. Exception-
al objects from numerous European collections open a 
�Z�L�Q�G�R�Z���R�Q�W�R���%�L�V�K�R�S���-�X�O�L�X�V���3�À���X�J�¶�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O��
world.

MORITZBURG PALACE MUSEUM: 
BECOME JULIUS PFLUG’S COMPANION

Erected during the High Middle Ages, the episcopal castle 
in Zeitz was converted into the palace of the Dukes 
�R�I���6�D�[�R�Q�\���=�H�L�W�]���L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����3�À���X�J�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���E�D�F�N��
ground, education in Germany and Italy, and impressive 
career are engagingly explored in the context of imperial 
and church history in the gallery and former ducal cham-
bers in the west wing of Moritzburg Palace Museum. 

Erudite humanist, ducal counselor and diplomat, bishop 
of Naumburg and churchman designated by the imperial 
court and papal curia to negotiate with the Protestants, 
�3�À���X�J���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���F�U�X�F�L�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�Y�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��
developments of his day.
  

ONE DIOCESE: TWO BISHOPS

Attention is particularly paid to the dramatic events of 
the contested installation of the Bishop of Naumburg in 
1541-42, which drew attention from all over Europe to 
the diocese of Naumburg. The cathedral chapter elec-
�W�H�G���-�X�O�L�X�V���3�À���X�J�����F�D�Q�R�Q���L�Q���0�D�L�Q�]���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�O��
legiate chapter in Zeitz, bishop. The diocese’s protector 
Elector Johann Friedrich I of Saxony installed a candi-
date of his own, though: Nikolaus von Amsdorf. Martin 
�/�X�W�K�H�U���R�U�G�D�L�Q�H�G���K�L�P���¿���U�V�W���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���E�L�V�K�R�S���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G��
in Naumburg Cathedral on January 20, 1542. Emperor 
Charles V took military action against the Protestant 
imperial princes in the ensuing Schmalkaldic War. Fol-
�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �&�K�D�U�O�H�V�¶�V�� �Y�L�F�W�R�U�\�� �L�Q�� ������������ �-�X�O�L�X�V�� �3�À���X�J�� �D�V�V�X�P�H�G��
�W�K�H���R�������F�H���R�I���E�L�V�K�R�S���D�Q�G���P�R�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���H�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O��
castle in Zeitz.

INTERCONFESSIONAL DIALOGUE: ECUMENICAL CRYSTAL

The largest gallery in the palace is devoted to interconfes-
sional dialogue. The Confessional doctrines are juxtapo-
sed by means of the Ten Commandments, the Apostolic 
Creed and the sacraments. Walking through this gallery, 
you will discern what already unites Protestants and 
Catholics today and what still separates them. The central 
object in the gallery is a walk-in crystal sparkling in every 
color like a gem. This installation is intended to illumi-
�Q�D�W�H���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���H�F�X�P�H�Q�L�V�P���±���³�U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�H�G���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�´���±��
voiced by Pope Francis. At the end, you can humorously 
�D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���\�R�X�U���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���S�H�U�V�X�D�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���D���³�&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�P�D�W�´��

    

CATHEDRAL OF STS. PETER AND PAUL: BISHOP JULIUS 
PFLUG’S FINAL RESTING PLACE

Today, the diocese’s former cathedral – seat of a collegi-
ate chapter from 1028 up until the mid-17th century – is 
a living testimony to Catholicism in Zeitz. The late Goth-
ic cathedral’s choir is the site of the bishop’s grave and 
imposing tomb. You can also explore the exhibition gal-
leries in the prince’s gallery and the so-called St. Chris-
topher vault with its imposing frescos. Radical changes 
�D�I�W�H�U�� �3�À���X�J�¶�V�� �G�H�D�W�K�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �E�U�H�D�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q��
piety and liturgy are examined there. Objects never be-
fore displayed in an exhibition and works of sacral art 
from the former diocese of Naumburg and international 
collections present wonderful glimpses of the world of 
practiced faith.

  

CHAPTER LIBRARY: PFLUG’S LEGACY

�,�Q���D���¿���J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�H�Q�V�H�����3�À���X�J�¶�V���O�H�J�D�F�\���L�V���K�L�V���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���F�D�O�O���I�R�U��
dialogue, for respectful dealings with each other and for 
�P�R�U�H���W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H���� �-�X�O�L�X�V�� �3�À���X�J�� �E�H�T�X�H�D�W�K�H�G���K�L�V�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H���S�U�L��
vate library to Zeitz, which was one of the most valuable 
of the Reformation era. 
At the exhibition, you will be able to marvel at exquisite 
treasures from his estate up close when you go through 
the chapter library. The highlight of the exhibition in the 
chapter library is the bishop’s recreated study. Decorated 
�Z�L�W�K�� �S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V�� �O�R�D�Q�H�G�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �O�L�I�H�O�L�N�H�� �¿���J�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
bishop, the room-in-a-room opened to view from every 
�V�L�G�H�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�\�V�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �-�X�O�L�X�V�� �3�À���X�J�¶�V��
scholarly world.

  
New Testament in Greek with sumptuous illuminations, 
�R�Z�Q�H�G���E�\���3�À���X�J���D�V���R�I����������
Vereinigte Domstifter, Stiftsbibliothek Zeitz

�6�N�H�W�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�À���X�J�¶�V���V�W�X�G�\������������
Berlin, Jürg SteinerPortrait of Cardinal Albrecht as St. Martin, 1543

�0�D�L�Q�]�����%�L�V�F�K�|�À���L�F�K�H�V���'�R�P�����D�Q�G���'�L�|�]�H�V�D�Q�P�X�V�H�X�P
�3�K�R�W�R���5���5�����6�W�H���� �H�Q�V

Platter bearing the head of John the Baptist, ca. 1520
National Gallery in Prague

Bowl with Charles V’s troops crossing the Elbe at Mühlberg, 1547
Compiègne, Musée Antoine Vivenel

The ecclesiastical estates, ca. 1520
Aachen, Suermont-Ludwig Museum
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